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Strengthen your faith

Dear Church,

Over the last couple of months our world has experienced
tremendous odds to overcome in the area of natural disasters:
Japan’s recent tsunami, North Carolina’s tornadoes, Mississippi
River floods (which affected several states), Joplin Missouri's
tornado which took over 100 lives, and then the storms that
hit the mid-west. It seems as the world is coming apart at the
seams. In addition, if you watch the daily news or read the
newspaper at all, you can't help but think that we are virtually
at war around the world. It reminds me of what is stated in
God's Word about “the end of the age”:

SYou will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that
you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end
is still to come. "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in
various places. *All these are the beginning of birth pains.

| bring this to your attention, but not to worry or shake you!

Nor do | want to start a stewardship campaign to set a date of

Jesus’ coming to take His church. | am writing to make you

aware of two facts:

1. Jesus is coming again! This is a fact, but when, no one
knows! Jesus states this very emphatically in this same
passage, “But about that day or hour no one knows, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father
(Matthew 24:36 NIV).”

2. We are not to be deceived! Jesus warns us in this same
passage that there will be those that will try to deceive
believers into believing all kinds of things, beware!
Listen to Jesus’ admonition to the disciples, ““Watch out
that no one deceives you. *For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,” and will deceive many
(Matthew 24:4b-5 NIV).”

Notice the admonition is given to the disciples as they are asking
about the end of the age, “Tell us,” they said, ‘when will this
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end
of the age (Matthew 24:3b NIV) "

Knowing this and other warnings by Jesus concerning not being
deceived, why are so many Christians deceived in these ways? Of
course the most recent example of this is the prediction by Harold
(Camping that May 12, 2011 would be the end of time! Reports of
more than 100 million dollars were given by Christians to warn the
world of Christ’s coming back. Good-willed Christians who wanted
to warn non-Christians around the world that they better consider
Christ. The International Business Times in San Francisco reported
the following:

Harold Camping, the Doomsday prophet who falsely pre-
dicted that May 21, 2011 would be the End of the World,
said at an Open Forum on Monday that he is not responsible
for the suicidal acts committed by deceived followers.

My question is, “Who is responsible?” Certainly Harold Camping will
have to give an account of his actions before God. But, what about
those that are called Christian and yet did not know enough about
God's Word to know that this was nonsense, aren’t they culpable?

What's my point? “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth (2 Timothy 2:15 NKJV).”

May God Bless You and Keep You,

Pastor Richard
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community groups

Many thanks to those who participated in our Winter & Spring
Community Groups, and hope that the Study was a blessing to
each of you and your families.

Join us for a Summer Book Club on Tuesday mornings at
9:30am in the GLBC Conference Room. We will meet 3 timess § M A LL GRO UPS
June 28, July 19 and Aug 9.

Each person chooses a book, reads it, and shares your thoughts &
insights with the group. The book should be something of a
Christian subject or author, e.g. something that you would find at
the GLBC Library, Lifeway, Christian Book Distributors, Focus on
Family, etc. The idea is that we are reading something we have
each been wanting to read and we are also exposed to several
other books and authors that others have read and may be of inter-
est in for our future reading. Invite a friend.

Mark your calendars for our First Annual Discipleship Meal. It will be on Aug 28 in the
Fellowship Hall after the 11 AM. service. Good food, good fellowship, and an intro to our
Community Groups for Fall & Winter. Fall Community Groups will be starting the week of
9/4. Make plans to join a Group this year.

Living Proof Live Conference with Beth Moore in Charlotte, July 22, 7-9:30pm, & July 23,
8:30am-Noon. Cost: $65

Women of Faith Conference with many of our favorite authors & speakers in Charlotte,
Sept 23-24. Cost: $89-99

Watch the Sunday bulletin or the website for additional opportunities, and be sure to
register.

Yours in Christ,

Shari Penland,
Phone: 362-9524
Email: sharip@bellsouth.net



WMU Upcoming Events!

Mark your calendars for:

August 7
Seniors Ice Cream Social
4:30 PM, Fellowship Hall

September 30

Year-Round Donations

Eye Glasses
Your old eye glasses are
donated to the Lions Club

Greeting Cards

Bring in your used or old
greeting cards that we donate
to the Council on Aging. They
use the cards for arts/crafts.

Cell Phones
We collect & donate your old
cell phone to Interact.

All donations may be placed
in the breezeway on or
underneath the small table.

Thanks again for your

Will sell desserts at the annual
Masonic Lodge Fish Fry; all profits
will be donated to the State

on-going support to such
Campbell Soup Labels worthy organizations.

Collected & donated to our

Missions Offering local community schools Doris Ferrell
362-6381
: Soda Tabs WMU Director
~ Reminder ~

Save the tabs from your drink
cans! We collect these for the
Ronald McDonald House

WMU does NOT meet in July & August.
All Circle Meetin gs resume in Septem ber.

Have a wonderful summer!
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All donations support the work of the
NC Baptist State Convention

Programs include:
e Baptist Men: Disaster Relief Meals
e Medical & Dental Trailers

GLBC Goal: $3,000



SENIOR ADULTS MINISTRY

GET OLD......
HAVE SOME FUN
WITH THE GLBC
SENIOR CITIZENS!

If you have never been on a Senior
Group bus trip, you have something
to look forward to. When your AARP
card arrives in the mail (even though
you did not ask for it), your next
move should be to sign up for a
Senior Group bus trip. It was only 181
miles from GLBC to Fort Caswell,
where the Seniors attended the three
-day NC Baptist Seniors Retreat start-
ing May 16. Every smiley mile was a
giggle, a laugh, an inspirational praise
moment, or time for serious fellow-
ship among friends. There were even
some text messages flying around,
and we were grateful for the smart
phones that enabled us to keep ap-
prised of church line prayer requests
throughout the week. And yes, there
was plenty of time for a zzzzz when
needed. After all, we are seniors and
proud of it.

The bus ride going and coming
might have been the highlight of the
trip. Mary Ann Huele is one fine host-
ess and driver, plus you might have
thought you were watching Cable
News with everyone talking at
once...... except the Green Level
Seniors know how to help and love
each other as only Christian seniors
can do.

Did | mention the food? Somehow, it
is always a big part of senior group
activities, and the Fort Caswell trip
was no exception. Oh yes, there was
a program theme of “Victory Garden”
that we all enjoyed. It started after
dinner on Monday night with a gos-
pel concert by a vocal group called
the GLAD Trio. Then Tuesday morn-
ing, Glen Warren from Piney Grove
Baptist in Fuquay-Varina was the fea-
tured speaker. His three-session
theme was “mud puddles and life-
savers.” If you were there, it made
perfect sense. We all learned how to
be life savers (wink wink
... lifesavers” ... ... like Jesus). We all
received life-saver candy to remind
us of the theme with instructions to
pass the lifesaver on to someone we
meet that might need encourage-
ment.

Side trips are always a big part of
Senior Group events, and this was no



